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SOMEONE DIES FROM MALARIA EVERY 60 SECONDS
  Terrie Taylor has waged a battle against malaria, which she refers to as the “Voldemort of 

parasites” since 1986. An internationally recognized scientist and physician, Terrie spends six 

months of the year in the African nation of Malawi, conducting malaria research and treating 

patients, the vast majority of whom are children.

  Along with her colleague Malcolm Molyneux, a professor at the Liverpool School of Tropical 

Medicine, Taylor established the Blantyre Malaria Project. The project’s medical team has 

carried out outstanding research and patient care in the area of pediatric malaria, specifi cally 

cerebral malaria.

  With the help of the MSU College of Osteopathic Medicine, MSU Radiology Department 

Chairperson Dr. E. James Potchen and GE Healthcare, Malawi’s fi rst magnetic resonance 

imaging unit (MRI) was established at the hospital. The MRI has been invaluable for treating 

patients and conducting research. She and her team have saved countless lives. But there are 

more lives to save and more to learn.



THE SAD TRUTH IS . . .
 . . . malaria continues to be one of the world’s deadliest conditions. In 2013, 128 million people 

contracted malaria and more than half a million of them died. There are 1.2 billion people at 

high risk of contracting the infection. By the time you fi nish reading this piece three people will 

have died from malaria.

  Efforts directed at malaria eradication — removing the parasites that cause malaria from the 

entire human population — picked up steam in 2000, and these efforts expanded when malaria 

eradication became a top priority of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. An important goal 

for clinicians like Terrie Taylor, who care for children with the frequently fatal cerebral form 

of malaria, is to rid the world of these deaths while others continue efforts aimed at ridding the 

world of malaria.

  Within the walls  of Queen  Elizabeth Central Hospital in Malawi, Terrie and her colleagues 

provide medical care to critically ill Malawian children; investigate the way  the brain  is 

injured in children with cerebral malaria; and train MSU students and faculty members, as well  

as Malawian health care workers.

  The scope of the work has grown beyond that which is covered by traditional research 

grants and help is needed to continue the research and save lives. If you would like to become a 

partner in Terrie Taylor’s work, please consider giving to MSU’s Malawi Fund.
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